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Dear Poly Drive Families, 
 
We have only been in school for six weeks, yet things are 

in full swing at Poly Drive.  Routines are in place, fall 
benchmark assessments are completed and learning is really 
taking off.  There is a strong sense of positivity in the building 
this year and we are off to an awesome start. 

 Coffee with Croff will be at 8:30 on Friday the 14th so 
please join me for coffee, treats and conversation.  There was 
some excellent conversation last month and parents provided 
some outstanding feedback.  I have a rough agenda each time 
but really value this time to answer questions and take feedback 
from parents.  This month I will have information on 
understanding your child’s reports and student safety.  Please 
RSVP me at croffk@billingsschools.org or call 281-6217 so I can 
prepare for an appropriate number of parents. 
            We had a safety assembly last week as we prepare for 
Walk/Bike to School Week.  The district has been impacted by 
some tragic incidents that have occurred while students were 
walking to or from school.  Safety for our children is our #1 
goal, so please help us keep students safe by talking to them 
about safe practices while walking to or from school, by 
modeling it as adults, using crosswalks, and driving prudently.   

Your child may be coming home and talking about a 
penguin named Jiji.  No – we aren’t changing the school 
mascot, but have been selected to pilot a new online math 
program called ST Math.  The focus is on problem solving 
(Spacial – Temporal) and no directions are given within the 
program.  The goal is to get Jiji from one side of the screen to 
the other.  It sounds rather odd but it has a very strong research 
base and the kids are really enjoying it.  If you are interested in 
taking a peek at it, just let me know.  
            Please don’t forget to support our PTA.  They supply 
multiple resource needs throughout the school, support 
learning opportunities for students through STEM and field 
trips and spearhead most major activities outside of school 
hours. We are one of the only schools in the district to have 1-
to-1 computing for 3rd-6th grades and it is primarily due to the 
PTA.  Our next goal is to provide the same 1-to-1 opportunities 
for our primary classes with Chromebooks and/or iPads. 
            Thank you for allowing us to work with your precious 
children.  If there is anything you can think of that will help us 
make this a better place or if we can better serve you and your 
child, please let me know.  Enjoy this wonderful fall season. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Croff  

 

http://www.billingsschools.org/
http://www.billingsschools.org/
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Birthday 
Treats and 
Special 
Occasions 
 

Birthdays and special 
occasions can be 
acknowledged in the 
classrooms. A reasonable 
treat for each member of the 
class, passed out at the 
teacher’s discretion, is 
acceptable. Please so not 
plan activities or events that 
would be disruptive to the 
learning process. Examples 
are balloons or flowers 
being delivered or 
limousines dropping off or 
picking up students at the 
school.  
 
To avoid hurt feelings, we 
ask that you send 
invitations for parties 
directly to the homes 
rather than distributing 
them at school. A school 
directory published by the 
PTA is available with PTA 
membership and contains 
the phone numbers and 
addresses of Poly Drive 
families that have given 
permission for this 
information to be included. 
Otherwise the school is 
unable to release this 
information to anyone who 
asks.  
           
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 
October 
Walk/Bike To School Week     3-7 
Elem Cross Country Meet          4 
    Pioneer Park -  
    First race starts at 4:15 
PTA Meeting 3:15 library          11 
Coffee w/Croff RSVP  8:30        14 
4th grade goes to NILE              17 
Early-Out Day, 12:00            19 
    Teachers in training 
No School                            20-21 
4th grade to Alberta Bair            25 
End of 1st Quarter            28 
Spirit Day                                  28  
 

PTA READ A THON Dates: 
10/8 - 10/14 Pledge Week 
10/15 - 10/21 Reading Week 
10/22 - 10/28 Collection Week 
You can find more info about the 
Read A Thon in the PTA 
newsletter. 
 

November 
Picture Re-Takes 8:30-9:30        1 
Report Cards Go Home              1 
Early Out Day, 12:00           2-4 
   Parent Teacher Conferences 
Day Light Savings Ends              6 
PTA Meeting, 3:15 pm              8 
Veterans Day Breakfast 7:30    11 
Pizza w/Principal, RSVP 12:00      15 
Early Dismissal, 12:00              22 
Thanksgiving – No School   23-25 
 
 

 
 

ACTIVE NEWS 

By Mrs. Reas 
 
"PEAK" Fitness & Sports 

Clubs Continue 
Thank you to all of the 
awesome Cross Country 
Runners.  Our third annual 
PEAK Cross Country Meet 
was a huge success.  We 
had over 250 runners from 
numerous elementary 

schools across the county.  
Congratulations to some of 
our top runners: 4th grade 
boys: 3rd Caleb Conver, 8th 
Landon DeLeon,14th Boone 
Roan. 4th grade girls: 3rd 
Korinne Kershaw, 4th Leela 
Ormsby, 14th Morgan 
Grover. 5th grade boys: 4th 
Harper Doucette, 7th 
Thomas Buchanan. 5th 
grade girls: 2nd Payton 
Grover, 3rd Julia Roccisano, 
11th Ella Koch. 6th grade 
boys: 8th Kaden Dowd. 6th 
grade girls: 2nd Brooklyn 
Thompson. The PEAK 
traveling trophy went home 
with Arrowhead school. 
 
Flag Football will begin on 
our "sport" and "combo" 
days 
(Monday & Wednesday afte
rnoons) for all 4th, 5th, and 
6th graders who are 
interested.  We will then 
compete in weekly 
competitions with a variety 
of other elementary 
schools.  The exact 
schedule will be announced 
shortly. 
 
"Fitness" days will continue 
for all 2nd-6th graders on 
Friday mornings at 7:45am.  
Meet on the colored patio 
outside the gym. 
 
PEAK shirts are still 
available on a first come, 
first serve basis.  They say 
Poly Drive PEAK and come 
in a silver dri-fit tee sizes 
Youth Large, Adult Small, or 
Adult Medium.  The cost is 
only $4.  Please see Mrs. 
Reas if you are interested. 



 3 

KINDNESS AND 
COMPASSION CLUB 

 

“Halloween Give Back” 
  
Our Poly Drive Kindness & 
Compassion Club (KC Club) 
is going to participate in the 
Halloween Candy Give 
Back (or Buy Back as it is 
for the Dental Office 
version) this month.  This is 
where students donate 
some or all of their 
Halloween candy to what's 
called Operation Gratitude 
which is "a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, volunteer-based 
corporation, funded entirely 
by private donations", then, 
Operation Gratitude sorts 
and sends it to "individual 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Marines deployed in 
harm’s way, to their children 
left behind, and to Veterans, 
Wounded Warriors and First 
Responders".  It's a way for 
the community to give a little 
something back in the form 
of a care package to those 
fighting for our freedom. 
There will be buckets placed 
outside our front office for 
“Candy Deposits” to be 
made!  We will be collecting 
candy up until November 
18th.  We greatly appreciate 
your donations and support. 
Sincerely, Mrs. Reas & The 
Entire KC Club 

 
 
 
 
 

    MUSIC NOTES 
By Mrs. Langeliers 

 
Select Choir began on Oct. 
4th. Rehearsals are on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 7:45-8:15. 
 
Holiday programs will be 
held on December 13th. 
Watch for more information 
to come. Please note that 
2nd and 3rd grade will be 
performing a program in the 
spring, not in December.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARKING ISSUES 

 
 As you know Poly 
Drive School has struggled 
for several years with traffic 
issues on our campus.  As 
the neighborhood grew we 
were pinched in and options 
are limited. However, 
student safety is paramount. 
 
 Please remember 
that the north entrance 
(main entrance near the flag 
pole) is not to be used for 
the dropping off and picking 
up of children at entry and 
dismissal times.  This is a 
safety issue during a high 
traffic volume time. 

 

 
 

LUNCH  
TIMES 

 
 You are always 
welcome to join your child 
for lunch! An adult lunch 
cost $3.70. 
 

Kindergarten    11:10-11:45 
1st Grade          11:35-12:10 
2nd Grade 11:15-11:50 
3rd Grade 11:40-12:15 

    4th Grade            12:25-1:00  
5th Grade 12:00-12:35 
6th Grade    12:05-12:20 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

News from the Library 

By Mrs. Caskey 
 
Parents, did you know you 
can use the library at Poly 
Drive too? 
Visit polydrivelibrary.weebly.
com and scroll to the 
bottom. Fill out the short 
form. I will email you with 
your library number. 
 
You can then visit the library 
and check out books.  You 
can also use your library 
number to check out books 
from our digital library! 
Visit bit.ly/bpselibinstruct for 
directions on using the BPS 
digital library.

http://polydrivelibrary.weebly.com/
http://polydrivelibrary.weebly.com/
http://bit.ly/bpselibinstruct


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anxiety and Depression in Childhood 
Prevention and Intervention 

 
     Depression and anxiety disorders have long been thought of as an adult diagnosis.  However, research 
over the past two decades is beginning to present a far different picture.  A commonly held perception was 
that children were just “too young” to experience these internalizing disorders.  However, a body of research 
is showing that symptoms of anxiety and depression often appear for the first time in childhood and 
adolescence.  Childhood depression differs from normal sadness and children whose parents have anxiety 
and depression are at greater risk.  Indeed, anxiety and depression are some of the most common reported 
psychological problems in childhood.  One study by Barrett, Dodds, and Ferdinand estimated that 17 to 21% 
of children are experiencing an anxiety disorder and about 2 to 5% of 13 to 17 year olds are experiencing 
depression at any given time.  Unfortunately, children do struggle with symptoms of anxiety and depression 
at times and have fewer coping skills due to their tender age. 
      The presence of an anxiety disorder in children and adolescence should not necessarily be seen as a sign 
of psychopathology or maladjustment.  At some stages of development, anxiety can even be expected to 
occur.  For instance, during infancy, the instance of separation anxiety can occur when the child is separated 
from his or her parents and may be considered age appropriate.  Similarly, fears that are short lived such as 
fear of the dark, storms or animals can be a normal phenomena, and over time, these normal fears tend to 
fade. However, for some children they persist and begin to interfere with attending school, making friends, 
developing relationships and impact everyday life.  Some children worry or have concerns about school, 
friends, sports or events that may or may not happen. Anxious children often present as tense or uptight and 
may need a great deal of reassurance, and their worries may interfere with daily activities. Because an 
anxious child may also be quiet and compliant, their difficulties can be overlooked.  Early detection of anxiety 
can help prevent some depressive symptoms from developing.  It is very common for children that have high 
levels of anxiety to develop depressive symptoms as well. 
     All children experience normal worries and anxiety at times.  Parents have great instincts and are the 
foremost experts regarding their children. 
As a parent, if you have concerns that your child is experiencing symptoms of anxiety or depression that are 
beyond the normal range for children and it is disruptive to their learning and general happiness you may 
want to consult your pediatrician.   School counselors are available to provide support for your child at school 
and can help teach coping and problem solving strategies that can help reduce stress at school.  Early 
detection and intervention can make a difference is a child’s education and in life.  
 

BULLYING:  Bully behavior occurs when there is deliberate intent to 

harm, dominate, inflict pain, exclude or otherwise cause distress to 

the person being targeted.  The person who bullies purposefully 

misuses his/her power (size, age, popularity, confidence, verbal 

ability), usually repeatedly.  The balance of power between the bully 

and target is NOT EQUAL. 

BPS School Counselors 


