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Dear Poly Drive Families, 
 
 

 February – one of my favorite times of the year 
from an instruction standpoint.  We are over half way through 
the year, the students are familiar with all the routines, we have 
current mid-year data to measure progress and “spring fever” 
hasn’t hit anyone yet! 

 
That being said, instruction cannot happen without 

students being present in class.  Last year we led the district in 
positive attendance but unfortunately this year we have an 
increase in the number of tardies.  Our first bell rings at 8:20 so 
students say the Pledge, go into class and learning is starting 
by 8:25.  Please help us make sure your child is not missing 
any instruction and is in class on time.  

 
After report cards we often have parents ask, “What can 

I do to continue to support my child in school?”  Research 
indicates that automaticity with recall of basic sounds, words, 
numbers and facts provides a critical foundation for learning.  
That means practicing letter sounds, sight words and basic 
facts at home so the kids know them in under three seconds 
really helps.  Also, reading with your child each night is 
something I cannot stress enough.  Take turns reading (if they 
are able to read) and discuss the story so they are thinking 
about what they read.  We also have several online tools that 
you can access at home to provide your child more learning 
experiences – just ask the teacher how to access them.  Your 
support at home is always appreciated. 

 
On February 24th at 8:30 you can start your morning at 

Coffee with Croff.  This is the time to share questions or 
concerns with me and find out what is new and exciting at Poly 
and Billings Public Schools.  I always try to share info that you 
may not hear through other avenues so I encourage you to 
attend.  Just email me at croffk@billingsschools.org or call  
Ms. Vicki at 281-6217. 

 

 
Sincerely -  Kevin Croff 
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KINDERGARTEN 

 REGISTRATION 
 

 We are inviting 
parents to register their child 
now so that we can begin 
planning for next year.  
Please don’t wait.  This can 
be done in one of two ways: 
 

1. Come to the school 
office and request a 
registration form. 

 
2. Log on to 

www.billingsschools.org 
Click on “Parents” 
tab, and print a 
registration form (3 
pages). 

 
The requirements for 

kindergarten have not 
changed.  The child must be 
five years old by September 
10th, we must have a copy 
of the complete 
immunization record, and a 
copy of the birth certificate. 
 
 If you have any 
questions, please call the 
school at 281-6217.  

 Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Poly Drive’s  
Got Talent  

February 25th, 2016 
 
Join us for the Poly 

Drive Talent Show at Lewis 
and Clark Jr High on 
February 25 at 7:00pm.  

 
 The Poly Drive 

kindergarten kids will be 
opening the show and the 
6th graders will be 
performing the grand finale!   

 
Please see PTA 

NEWS in this newsletter for 
more information involving 
the talent show. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

February 

5   $1 Backpack Jersey Day 
5   PEAK Basketball 
 3:45 at Canyon Creek 
9   Talent Show Try Outs 
9   PTA mtg, 3:15 
10   Read A Thon Collection 
11   Early Dismissal 12:00                                 
11   Talent Show Try Outs 
12   NO SCHOOL                          
15   NO SCHOOL 
19   PEAK Basketball 
 3:45 at Arrowhead 
24   Coffee with Croff, 8:30 
 Please rsvp 
25   Talent Show 7:00 pm 
26   PEAK Basketball 
 3:45 at Arrowhead 

March  
8   PTA mtg 6:30 
11   PTA March Madness 
24   Early Dismissal 12:00 
25   NO SCHOOL 
28   NO SCHOOL 
30   Class Group Photos 

 
 

406 BACKPACK 
JERSEY DAY 

 
The mission of the 

Backpack Program is to 
meet the needs of students 
that are struggling with 
hunger outside of the 
classroom by providing 
them with nutritious and 
easy to prepare food to take 
home over the weekends 
and extended school breaks 
when other resources are 
not available to them. 
Approximately 500 students 
throughout Billings Public 
Schools receive these 
meals.  
 
 In support of this 
program students are 
encouraged to wear their 
favorite team jersey on 
Friday, February 5th and 
donate $1 to the Backpack 
Program. You’ll be 
supporting your favorite 
team and fighting childhood 
hunger in our community at 
the same time!  

 
 

ART NEWS 
 

Poly Drive 5th graders 
have a sculpture installation 
at the Yellowstone Art 
Museum. 
 

The exhibit is called 
"Reflections and 
Collections". Each class 
picked an object to collect 
and have been working hard 
to construct a sculpture pile 
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of that object. These pieces 
are reflecting the works on 
William Volkersz who was 
just currently at the YAM. 
Here are the dates: 
 
Exhibit dates for the 5th 
graders: Jan. 30th- Feb. 
28th 
 
Reception for the 5th 
graders is Feb. 25th 5-7 at 
the YAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KC CLUB 
The Poly Drive 

Kindness and Compassion 
Club continues to search 
out and celebrate positive 
acts of kindness. Below are 
some of the reasons why 
members enjoy participating 
in the club. 

 
“I love to help my 

friends and other people” – 
Olivia Dostal 

 “I just think it is 
nice to be kind to others and 
think of other’s feelings and 
to be respectful to 
everyone” – Julia Roccisano 

 
“I love to help people” 

– Lauren Wright  

 

 

 

 

PEAK BASKETBALL 
 
Friday Feb 5th at Canyon 
Creek 3:45 

Friday Feb 19th at 
Arrowhead 3:45 
Friday Feb 26th at 
Arrowhead 3:45 
 
Boys will be divided into 3 
teams and will only attend 
one event.  Girls will only 
have one or two teams and 
will also be assigned to a 
team and competitions. 

 

 

 

 

FREE FUNDRAISER 
 

Did you know that 
Poly Food Basket donates 
1% of the total of your 
purchases back to Poly 
Drive Elementary?  That's 
right, get your needed 
groceries at our 
neighborhood store and 
then send your receipts to 
school. 

 

 

 

 

Keep on clippin'  
those Box Tops 

 
Remember to keep 

clipping and turning in those 

Box Tops for Education! 

This easy task adds up to 

hundreds of dollars for our 

school. The class who turns 

in the most box tops will 

receive a fun reward! 

 

 

 

 
Poly Participates in 

Open House  
for a Cause 

 
This year a Poly 

family was adopted as 
the recipients for Open 

House for a Cause 
event. The Robinson 

family, who have three 
children currently 

attending Poly Drive 
were adopted to receive 

the proceeds from this 

event.  
 

Please join us 
on February 27th (open 

house style) from 4-
8pm at the Caskey 

household. This is an 
opportunity to purchase 

original artwork, 
handmade crafts and fun 

gift baskets while 
helping a worthy cause. 

100% of the proceeds 
go to the Robinson 

family.  

To get more information 
and directions, please 

visit bit.ly/polyohouse 
 

 

 

 

  

 

http://bit.ly/polyohouse


PTA NEWS 
 

February with the PTA is full of Read-a-thon, Poly Readers Book Club and Talent Show, three 

long traditions at Poly Drive!   

 

READ-A-THON 

The Read-a-thon is going as this newsletter goes out.  Students earned tickets for gathering 

sponsors and are logging their minutes this week, February 1-5.  Be sure to get those 

sponsorships collected before we take that welcomed Winter Break February 11-15.  Thanks 

to Lynne Roccisano and Jessica Peel for chairing the event and the volunteers who are 

assisting them.   

POLY READERS 

The signups for POLY READERS went out last week.  The intermediate wing will all be reading 

books by Ben Mikaelson, a talented Montana author.  We will have Mr. Mikaelson to Poly to 

meet with the kids in 3 school assemblies about his experience as a writer and the message 

of kindness that he shares.   

TALENT SHOW 

The much anticipated Talent Show will have scheduled auditions on February 9 and 11.  

Rubrics (judging criteria) are on the back of the signup form available at the front office.  

Please see Mrs. Langliers for details.   Again this year, dinner will be served beginning at 6pm 

in the Lewis and Clark Junior High Cafeteria.  There will be additional talents showcased in 

the halls outside the auditorium and the program will begin at 7pm.  DVDs of the Show will be 

available for purchase that night.  Thanks to Shawna Charbonneau for chairing this event.   

 

There is NO SKATE Night this month. 

 

STEM DAY 

Mark your calendars for April 22, Poly PTA will host a STEM Day.  Scheduled from 8:30 to 

12:00 we hope to fill their mornings and minds with fun, informative and mostly hands-on 

projects related to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  Look for details as we get 

closer, but mark your calendars now.  If you are interested in being a part of this great new 

event, please contact our volunteer coordinator, Dixi Howery, at dixihowery@gmail.com. 

 

February 1-5  READ-A-THON 

February 9 PTA MEETING 3:15pm Poly Library 

February 9 and 11 Auditions for the Talent Show 

February 25 TALENT SHOW Lewis and Clark Auditorium Dinner at 6pm Show begins at 7pm. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCOURAGING KINDNESS IN KIDS 

Research suggests that children have a strong, perhaps innate, propensity for kind or altruistic behavior, 

which involves acting to promote someone else’s welfare, even at a cost to oneself. However, research also 

suggests that there are particular ways kids can be encouraged—or discouraged—from acting on this 

propensity.  

In particular, their penchant for kindness can be influenced by how adults praise or criticize them. Sometimes, 

even subtle actions and word choices by parents, teachers, and other adults can make a big difference. This 

practice offers specific techniques that can help nudge kids toward kindness and generosity, behaviors that are 

not only good for the people they help but for their own well-being, too: Studies have found that altruistic 

people tend to have better social relationships and experience greater happiness.  
HOW TO DO IT 

1. Avoid using external rewards to reinforce altruistic behavior. For instance, you may want to 

think twice before telling kids that they’ll get a special treat if they share their toys, or promising them extra 

TV time if they help clean up after dinner. As tempting as it may be to reward kids when they do something 

kind, that approach can backfire: They may learn that kindness is only worth performing when they’ll be given 

some kind of prize as a result. Instead, kids should get to experience the feeling that kindness is its own 

reward—a view backed up by neuroscience studies showing that pleasure centers of the brain light up when 

people behave altruistically. 

2. Praise character, not behavior. Research suggests that children are more likely to make 

kindness a habit if they are praised for being kind people rather than just for doing something kind. For 

example, saying, “You’re such a helpful person” may be more effective than saying, “That was such a helpful 

thing to do.” Praising their character encourages children to see kindness as an essential part of who they are 

and seems to be especially effective around age eight, when children are forming their moral identities. 

3. But criticize behavior, not character. In other words, it’s OK to induce guilt but not shame. 

Children who feel guilt (“I did a bad thing”) after wrongdoing are more likely to feel remorse and make 

amends than those who feel shame (“I am a bad person”). Criticizing a behavior conveys that it’s possible for 

the child to change his or her behavior and make better choices in the future. Such criticism may be especially 

effective when it also includes positive affirmation (e.g., “You’re a good person, and I know you can do 

better.”) 

4. Model altruistic behavior. Ultimately, actions speak louder than words when it comes to 

cultivating altruism. Research shows that when children witness adults behaving altruistically, they are more 

likely to behave altruistically themselves, regardless of what the adults say to them about the importance of 

altruism.                                                           

 

 Strategies and ideas are from Adam Grant, Ph.D.

BULLYING:  Bully behavior occurs when there is deliberate intent to 

harm, dominate, inflict pain, exclude or otherwise cause distress to 

the person being targeted.  The person who bullies purposefully 

misuses his/her power (size, age, popularity, confidence, verbal 

ability), usually repeatedly.  The balance of power between the bully 

and target is NOT EQUAL. 

BPS School Counselors 



 


