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Dear Poly Drive Families, 
 

Spring is here and we are on the final leg of the school 
year.  That means we are already starting to make plans for next 
year.  Kindergarten registration is in full swing so if you know of 
anyone that intends to have a child attend kindergarten next 
year, please encourage them to come enroll ASAP.  Having 
enrollments early helps us prepare for next year and ensure we 
have appropriate staffing.  You may have also noticed a 
redistricting attendance form that came home about a week 
ago.  It only impacts a few Poly families but the district wanted 
to make sure everyone is aware of the changes – please 
complete and send these forms back to school. 

Another piece we start discussing this time of year is 
class placement.  Many factors are considered as we assign 
students to classrooms including peer relationships, social 
factors, teacher & learning matches and many others.   I am 
asking that you first and foremost trust the judgment and 
wisdom of those who observe your child(ren) on a daily basis in 
the learning process.  I assure you that every effort will be made 
to do what is best for your child(ren) regarding his/her 
placement.   If you have specific input that you would like to 
provide regarding class placement, I have a parent input sheet 
that I require parents to fill out.  This form can be picked up at 
the office or downloaded from the Poly Drive website.  Last year 
I received over sixty requests, so it was nearly impossible to 
honor all requests.  Medical, safety and instructional needs take 
precedence over all other requests. 

April is also the start of our busiest testing season.  
Students in 3rd-6th grade will take the NWEA Measured 
Academic Progress (MAP) assessment along with the state 
mandated Smarter Balanced Assessment.  We truly use this 
data to help us guide student learning so it is important that 
students are present and do their best.  If you plan to be gone 
when your child’s class is taking a test, please let us know so we 
can make plans for make-up days.  K-2 students will be 
assessed with the FAST reading and math probes in May to help 
us measure growth throughout the year. 

The last Coffee with Croff  for the year will take place on 
Wednesday the 27th at 8:30am.  Please RSVP to me via email or 
call Vicki to let us know you will be attending.  With 
redistricting, new middle schools, district assessments and 
summer around the corner, this is a great time to get your 
questions answered. 

 
Sincerely -  Kevin Croff 
 
 

http://www.billingsschools.org/
http://www.billingsschools.org/
mailto:croffk@billingsschools.org


 

KINDERGARTEN 

 REGISTRATION 
 
 We are inviting 
parents to register their child 
now so that we can begin 
planning for next year.  
Please don’t wait.  This can 
be done in one of two ways: 
 

1. Come to the school 
office and request a 
registration form. 

 
2. Log on to 

www.billingsschools.org 
Click on “Parents” 
tab, and print a 
registration form (3 
pages). 

 
The requirements for 

kindergarten have not 
changed.  The child must be 
five years old by September 
10th, we need to have a 
copy of the complete 
immunization record, and a 
copy of the birth certificate. 
 
 If you have any 
questions, please call the 
school at 281-6217.  
Thank you 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
April  
11   NO SCHOOL (PIR) 
12   PTA Meeting 3:15 
21   4TH Gr. Recorder Concert 
          8:30 Scally; 9:15 Robinson 

22   VACATION DAY 
22   STEM 8:30-12:30 
27   Coffee with Croff 8:30am 
        Please RSVP with the office   
 
 
May 
2-5  Teacher Appreciation  
6     VACATION DAY 
11   PTA BBQ 5:30 
12   Blood Drive 
19   Orchestra Concert 2:30 
24   Field Day 
 
June 
3   Last Day of School 
     NOON DISMISSAL 
 
Aug 
25   First Day of School 
 
 

 
 
 

KC CLUB             
 

The week of April 
11th is Earth Week.  The 
KC Club will be having a 
"Poly Drive Clean Up Day" 
on Wednesday April 13th.   

All students and staff 
are invited to help clean up 
around our school both 
before school and during 
recesses.  All kids who are 
not helping pick up trash, 
sweeping rocks, raking 
leaves, and such will be 
required to walk as usual in 
the morning.   

There will be a 
designated area on the 
playground where students 
can get new bags, drop off 
full bags, get gloves, and 
any needed equipment.  
Staff and parents are invited 
to help and assist as much 
as they would like!   

Thank you for your 
help and support!  This 
should be a fun, yet simple 
event! 

   
 
 

 
 
             By Mrs. Reas 

 
We are opening up 

PEAK Fitness Club and 
Track to 3rd graders this 
Spring.  FIRST PRACTICE 
IS ON FRIDAY APRIL 1st 
at 7:45am at Colton running 
track. 
 

PEAK is also on 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
after school from 3:05-
3:35 and the 3rd graders 
are invited to join.  
HOWEVER, we are not 
responsible for them after 
dismissal.  Therefore, they 
need to be with a parent or 
chaperone from 2:20-
3:05 until PEAK begins 
outside or at home.  Please 
let me know if you have any 
questions!  
reasm@billingsschools 
Mon.–3:05-3:35 Poly School 
Wed–3:05-3:35 Poly School 
Fri – 7:45 a.m. Colton track 
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LIBRARY 

NEWS 

 
littleBits 
Thanks to the KTVQ One-
Class-At-Time grant AND 
the PTA, the library will be 
getting littleBits electronics 
Student Kits. These are 
electronic components that 
students use to invent and 
create. We will be using 
these in Geek Squad and 
during Makerspaces in 
library.  
 
Makerspaces 
We will be turning the library 
into a Makerspace hub for 
the end of the school year. 
Makerspaces are areas 
designed to give students 
the opportunity to create, 
design, build, engineer, 
code, and transform. This 
STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, Math) initiative allows 
students to work together to 
solve problems and explore 
different technology. The 
students will be exposed to 
electronics, robotics, coding, 
engineering, animation, and 
more! Come check it out! 
This is one of the students’ 
favorite times in library.  
 
Reminder – library books 
are to borrow 
I am pleased to see 
students develop good 
library habits from an early 
age. This includes 
understanding the proper 
care of books, the feeling of 

responsibility for all 
materials checked out, the 
need for returning books on 
time so that others may use 
them and the enjoyment of 
reading! Please help 
reinforce these good library 
habits with your child 
throughout the school year.  
 
 
 

CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS? 

 
 Have you moved this 
school year or planning on 
moving? It’s important you 
notify the office of any 
changes in address or 
phone numbers so we can 
keep your students 
information current.  
 Some families 
neglect to inform us that 
they have moved in fear of 
being out of the Poly Drive 
school area and worry about 
being forced to change 
schools. Please know we 
keep our students through 
the end of the school year 
and the parents can fill out 
an Out of Area Request 
form for their children to 
attend Poly Drive the 
following year.  
 Families that move 
and do not inform the office 
tend to create an awkward 
or difficult situation. Please 
do not hesitate in informing 
the school of address 

changes and getting an Out 
of Area form filled out and 
returned to the office as 
soon as possible.  
 

APPEARANCE 
 
 As spring 
approaches our wardrobe 
switches from long sleeves 
and jeans to t-shirts and 
shorts. Take a few minutes 
to review appropriate dress 
for warm days with your 
child. 
 
Low cut and spaghetti 
strap tops must have  
t-shirts underneath. 
 
Undergarments must not 
be showing. 
 
Shorts and skirts must be 
at least past the fingertips 
when standing. 
 
 Please keep this in 
mind when shopping for 
spring clothing. Students 
who violate these guidelines 
will be asked to change their 
clothes or will be sent home 
to change.  
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PTA NEWS 
 

Study after study shows that parents can better their children’s education with 

their involvement in schools.  When teachers and staff have supportive parents 

that take active roles, grades go up and behavior improves.  With OUR support 

children learn more and have a better experience in their education.  We can make 

that difference.  As a PTA we strive to improve the education experience for 

parents, teachers and students at Poly Drive.  

 

Teacher and parent volunteers have created a Poly STEM Day, that not only will 

provide a half day of childcare for working parents, but will bring the Billings 

community into our school.  These community professionals can expand the horizons 

for our children in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  If you haven’t 

signed up yet for this April 22nd event, see the flyer below. 

 

Poly teachers have been offered a Grant by the PTA to use at their discretion.  

While the sum is never as much as we wish, and certainly not what they deserve, 

these funds have provided more meaningful fieldtrips, new experiences in Centers, 

and steps into virtual reality that were not there before.   

 

While it feels like we are on the downhill slide to summer, there is still so much 

happening at Poly.  You can look forward to a family BBQ on May 11 and Pastries for 

Parents, TBA.  Teacher Appreciation and Walk/Bike to Schools are the first week 

of May.   We still need your help to make all these great things happen and your 

support in planning for next year.  Please consider joining us and becoming a more 

active member of the Poly Community.  After all, it is OUR community and with you 

we are that much stronger.  Here are ten things you can do to be more active today. 

 
 Text @polypta to 81010 to get text or email reminders from the PTA 
 LIKE us on Facebook 
 Check out our Website  polydrivepta.com  
 Volunteer to be a part of the following events 

 
o Walk/Bike to Schools 
o Teacher Appreciation 
o Poly Stem Day 
o Family BBQ 
o Pastries for Parents 

 

If you are available for any of these opportunities, please email your name and 

contact info to our Volunteer Coordinator, Dixi Howery  dixihowery@gmail.com 
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Too Tired to Learn? 

Do you ever feel like you’re not going to make it through the morning if you don’t get that third shot of espresso or that 
extra cup of coffee?  We know that sometimes when we are tired enough that we are just going to need that extra 
boost to make it.  So should we think that our children are any different?  Unfortunately for them, they haven’t 
developed the complicated coping skills like an extra dose of caffeine to help them over the hump.  It is on us as 
parents and caregivers to look out for our kiddos to make sure that they too have what they need to be successful: 
namely, sleep.   

Pediatric researchers' latest findings suggest that sleep is also essential to good health. Sleep is as important as 
nutrition and exercise. It's when the body repackages neurotransmitters, chemicals that enable brain cells to 
communicate. Experts have recently been able to demonstrate that sleep allows brain cells to "take out the trash" each 
night, flushing out disease-causing toxins.  All this scientific lingo basically means one thing: kids need their sleep.   

1. Sleep helps the heart.  Experts are learning more about how sleep protects kids from vascular damage due to 
circulating stress hormones and arterial wall -- damaging cholesterol. "Children with sleep disorders have excessive 
brain arousal during sleep, which can trigger the fight-or-flight response hundreds of times each night," says Jeffrey 
Durmer, M.D., Ph.D., a sleep specialist and researcher in Atlanta. "Their blood glucose and cortisol remain elevated at 
night.” Both are linked to higher levels of diabetes, obesity, and even heart disease. 

2. Sleep helps beat germs.  During sleep, children (and adults) also produce proteins known as cytokines, which the 
body relies on to fight infection, illness, and stress. (Besides battling illness, they also make us sleepy, which explains 
why having the flu or a cold feels so exhausting. It forces us to rest, which further aids the body's ability to heal.) Too 
little sleep appears to impact the number of cytokines on hand.  

3. Sleep reduces injury risk.  Kids are clumsier and more impulsive when they don't get enough sleep, setting them 
up for accidents. One study of Chinese children found those who were short sleepers (i.e., fewer than nine hours per 
night for school-age children) were far more likely to have injuries that demanded medical attention. And 91 percent of 
kids who had two or more injuries in a 12-month period got fewer than nine hours of sleep per night. 

4. Sleep increases kids' attention span.  Children who consistently sleep fewer than ten hours a night before age 3 
are three times more likely to have hyperactivity and impulsivity problems by age 6. For school-age kids, research has 
shown that adding as little as 27 minutes of extra sleep per night makes it easier for them to manage their moods and 
impulses so they can focus on schoolwork.  

5. Sleep boosts learning.  Sleep aids learning in kids of all ages, and education experts are finding that naps have a 
particular magic. Neuroscientists at the University of Massachusetts Amherst taught a group of 40 preschoolers a 
game similar to Memory. Then the kids took a nap (averaging 77 minutes) one week and stayed awake the other 
week. When they stayed awake they forgot 15 percent of what they'd learned, but when they napped they retained 
everything. The kids scored better on the game not only after they'd just woken up but the next day too. 

Making sure families get enough sleep isn't easy, especially with parents working longer hours, more elaborate after-
school activities, bedrooms full of cool electronics, and the pressure to pack more into every day. "We've done a good 
job of teaching parents about why kids need to exercise and eat healthy foods," says Dr. Penny Corkum, PhD. "Still, 
the simple fact is that kids sleep less today than they used to. And unless we make an effort to get that sleep time 
back, their health will suffer."   

Adapted from the article by Sarah Mahoney from Parents Magazine 

BULLYING:  Bully behavior occurs when there is deliberate intent to 

harm, dominate, inflict pain, exclude or otherwise cause distress to 

the person being targeted.  The person who bullies purposefully 

misuses his/her power (size, age, popularity, confidence, verbal 

ability), usually repeatedly.  The balance of power between the bully 

and target is NOT EQUAL. 

BPS School Counselors 


